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1 OVERVIEW  
The DuPage County Division of Transportation (DuDOT) is conducting Phase I engineering and 
environmental studies for the East Branch DuPage River Trail (EBDRT) from the Illinois Prairie Path (IPP) 
to Butterfield Road (IL 56). This is a mainline distance of up to five miles depending on the study’s 
selected preferred alternative.  

The EBDRT project study team identified one practical and feasible alternative for the area from the IPP 
to Roosevelt Road (IL 38). This alternative is subject to additional engineering analyses and coordination. 

For the area south of Roosevelt Road, the project team determined that the safety, constructability, 
flooding, and environmental issues near the East Branch DuPage River (EBDR) limited potential trail 
options. The project team identified two alternatives, which were presented to the public for feedback 
during the study’s first Public Information Meeting (PIM #1) on April 29, 2025. PIM #1 was held from 4 
to 7 p.m. at the Butterfield Park District, located at 21W730 Butterfield Road, Lombard, IL 60148. During 
the event, the project team gathered stakeholder feedback on trail issues, needs, and the range of 
alternatives. 

1.1 PURPOSE 

In its entirety, the EBDRT is a proposed 28-mile regional trail in central DuPage County and is intended 
to be a multi-use path in the vicinity of the EBDR. The following regional and local plans recognize the 
EBDRT as a planned project: 

• DuPage County Regional Bikeway Plan 
• Village of Glen Ellyn Comprehensive Plan 
• Village of Lombard Comprehensive Plan 
• Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning Northeastern Illinois Regional Greenways and Trails 

Plan 

The EBDRT is part of DuDOT’s long-range plan that envisions a network of continuous greenway and trail 
corridors linked across jurisdictions. The network’s goals are to provide scenic beauty, natural habitats, 
and recreational and transportation opportunities.  

DuDOT recognizes the value that trails add in promoting walking, biking, and other non-motorized 
activities to create healthy, sustainable, and equitable communities. Trails encourage more people to 
walk and bike for transportation by providing residents with an inexpensive and low-stress 
transportation corridor. Beyond their role as transportation corridors, trails also provide other benefits 
for communities such as enhancing the environment, contributing to improved public health, and 
driving local economic development. 

Since trails provide low-stress environments that encourage walking and biking as everyday 
transportation options, a well-connected and -designed trail network can be used by all residents 
regardless of age, socioeconomic status, or physical abilities. 
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In 2021, the County identified two trail alternatives through its 2021 Alignment Study Report: the West 
Alternative and the East. The West Alternative would be located primarily along IL 53, while the East 
Alternative would be located closer to the EBDR near residential/open-space areas.  

To engage the public, DuDOT held PIM #1 on April 29, 2025. PIM #1 was held from 4 to 7 p.m. at the 
Butterfield Park District, located at 21W730 Butterfield Road, Lombard, IL 60148. This meeting had an 
open-house format, meaning members of the public could attend the event at any time. Attendees had 
the opportunity to interact with project team members, view exhibit boards, provide feedback on aerial 
maps, and submit comments or questions.  

2 OUTREACH EFFORTS 
The County promoted the event through various outreach methods in accordance with Illinois 
Department of Transportation (IDOT) requirements. All notifications are in Attachment A. 203 people 
attended PIM #1. Redacted sign-in sheets are in Attachment B.  

2.1 SOCIAL MEDIA AND NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENTS 

Announcements were posted on the County’s social media accounts (Facebook on April 22, 25, and 29,  
and LinkedIn on April 22):  

 

https://www.ebdrt.com/_files/ugd/270021_4b7741a9a7484e9ca26b7e14219b527f.pdf
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The following legal notice was posted in the Daily Herald newspaper on both April 8 and April 22, 2025: 

2.2 LETTERS AND POSTCARDS  

The project team mailed 196 invitation letters to regulatory agencies, government officials, and 
community organizations. Additionally, the team mailed 4,250 postcards to all property owners adjacent 
to and within ¼- to ½-mile of the study area to invite them to the PIM. 
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(Postcard front) 

 

(Postcard back) 
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2.3 PROJECT WEBSITE 

The project website (www.EBDRT.com) provided PIM #1 information, exhibits, and a link to take the 
EBDRT Trail Survey. The project website had 1,166 unique visitors from April 8 through May 16, 2025, 
the duration of the survey being open. Survey results are detailed in Section 3.1.    

  

http://www.ebdrt.com/
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3 PUBLIC COMMENT SUMMARY/COMMON THEMES 
The PIM #1 public comment period concluded on May 16, 2025. The County welcomed public feedback 
through the following options: 

1. DuDOT’s EBDRT trail survey that was open to the public from February 10 through May 16, 
2025. The survey was made available through a link provided on the project website and a 
direct SurveyMonkey URL (www.surveymonkey.com/r/EBDRT).  

2. Comments submitted directly through the project website, 
3. Sticky notes posted to PIM #1’s aerial maps, and 
4. Comment forms submitted in-person at PIM #1, mailed, or emailed prior to the close of the 

comment period. 

3.1 EBDRT TRAIL SURVEY RESULTS 
DuDOT collected 1,357 survey responses, with response information summarized below. A full summary 
of results is in Attachment D. Please note that not all survey questions required responses, and certain 
questions allowed multiple responses; as a result, some totals and percentages do not equal 1,357 or 
100% respectively.  

• How close do you live to the project area?  

 

 

  

http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/EBDRT
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• I would use the EBDRT for:  

 

• I would use the EBDRT for “other” (common themes from 127 open-ended responses)  

 
• How confident of a bicyclist are you?  
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• Why would you use the EBDRT?  

 

• Are there other reasons you would use the EBDRT? (common themes from 195 open-ended 
responses)  

 

• How often do you envision yourself using the EBDRT?  
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• Who would join you on the trail trips? (multiple answers were permitted) 

 

• How would you primarily access the EBDRT?  

 

• How would you primarily access the EDBRT (common themes for 33 open-ended responses)  
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• Which of the following trail or road segments would you use to access EBDRT?  

 

• What is your comfort level walking/riding on the following surfaces? 
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• What kind of trail amenities would you like to be included in the EBDRT?  

 

• What kind of trail amenities would you like to be included in the EBDRT? (common themes 
from 99 open-ended “other” responses)  
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• Other comments (441 open-ended responses)  

 

3.2 AERIAL ROLL PLOTS, COMMENT FORM, AND EMAILED COMMENTS: COMMON 
THEMES 

As noted above, the project team provided the public with several options for providing input. 
Photographs of the marked-up aerial roll plots, scans of the comment forms received, and comments 
submitted via email or through the project website are provided in Attachment C. 

Common comment themes include concerns regarding safety, environmental impacts, and community 
disruption. As with the Trail Survey, attendees provided varying feedback depending on whether they 
primarily indicated themselves as a trail user or as a resident along the East Alternative. 

Many residents expressed safety concerns, particularly with the East Alternative, which would place the 
path through their residential neighborhoods. Attendees were concerned about increased traffic, poor 
sight distance due to the hilly terrain and sharp curve from Glenbard to Sunnybrook roads, mixing many 
types of users on narrow roadways (vehicular, parked landscaping trucks, bikes, and pedestrians), and 
the safety of children playing outside. Conversely, other attendees supported the East Alternative for its 
scenic and quieter route away from busy highways. Environmental concerns were also prominent, with 
several comments about potential impacts to trees, wildlife habitats, and natural landscapes. 
Additionally, some expressed concerns about potential impacts to property values and residential 
privacy.  

Supporters of the West Alternative believe that it would be less disruptive to neighborhoods and safer, 
as it would run along IL 53 and noted that there are many other roadway locations with a similarly-
configured, multi-use sidepath. On the other hand, some attendees expressed concerns about the safety 
of bikes and pedestrians on IL 53 due to high-speed traffic and limited space for a dedicated path. They 
indicated that proximity to fast-moving vehicles would make them feel less safe. Further,  the resulting 
noise and car exhaust would make the West Alternative unpleasant and generally undesirable, and it 
would therefore be used less than the East Alternative.  
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3.3 FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
A list of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) is included as Attachment E. The FAQ combines all comments 
and questions received through the EBDRT Trail Survey, project website, email, mail, and during PIM #1. 

3.4 MEETING PHOTOGRAPHS  
Photographs documenting PIM #1 are included below. 
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